
Newsletter VOLUME 16 ISSUE 5 MAY 2016

The Grand Canyon
Photography Club

   Members are asked to bring their 
cameras and tripods to the May 10, 
2016 Grand Canyon Photography 
Club meeting. A hands-on program 
is planned for the night beginning at 
7 p.m. at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural 
Center in Wellsboro.

Club members should meet at the 
Gmeiner where they will divide into 
small groups. “A few of the more expe-
rienced members will act as ‘leaders’ 
and try to help anyone with questions,” 
Anderson said. “As we walk around 
town we will look for compelling com-
positions and try to determine the best 
camera settings for the exposures we 
want to capture.”

GCPC Plans “Walkabout”

  © Mia Lisa Anderson “Wellsboro Courthouse”

   After the “walkabout” 
the group will return to the 
Gmeiner for a short business 
meeting and refreshment 
break. In case of rain, we will 
plan to photograph inside 
the Gmeiner.
There is no critique for the 
evening.

   “We discussed composition during the first quarter of 
2016,” explained President Mia Lisa Anderson, “and last 
month we began talking about exposure. This month we 
want to put some of the concepts we learned into practice.”

 © Mia Lisa Anderson “Wellsboro Night”



The Grand Canyon Photography Club

2016 Officers:
President:   Mia Lisa Anderson

Vice President: David Ralph 

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary: Paul Bozzo

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors: 
2015-2016: Suzan Richar, Gene LaFavor 

2016-2017: Ann Kamzelski,  
Kenneth Meyer

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings, 
Bruce Dart

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart

Website: Mia Lisa Anderson 

Publicity:  Lonny Frost 

For more information, please contact:
Mia Lisa Anderson

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

President’s Message
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   I’ve been ending my messages with the tag line “Learn, 
practice, and, most of all, have fun.” For the last 4 months 
we’ve been learning compositional techniques and exposure 
basics. Now it’s time to practice using visual mass and the 
exposure triangle. For the next two months our programs 
will be “hands-on.” In May we will walk around Wellsboro 
searching for compelling compositions and “perfect” expo-
sures. In June, we will have our annual outing at the home of 
long-time member Ann Kamzelski. 

I am excited about both of these opportunities. Between 
work, family, and daily obligations, it is often hard to find 
time to make photographs. These events will not only give us 
the chance to practice with our cameras, but also to learn 
from one another and have fun together. The perfect combi-
nation to my mind.

So charge up your batteries, clean your lenses, look through 
your camera manual for a quick refresher, and get ready to…
Learn, practice, and, most of all, have fun!

 

“In photography there is a reality so subtle 
that it becomes more real than reality.”

 “Wherever there is light, one can photo-
graph.”
 Alfred Stieglitz 1864 – 1946

Photo ©Bob Stoffregen  “Three’s a Crowd”  
Having some difficulty in getting his subject to “hold 
still,” Bob dug these up and moved indoors to
 photograph them (transplanted them after).Using 
a 140 mm lens  1/60 @ f5.6  ISO 125, he employed fo-
cus stacking with 18 images to obtain the detail .and 
depth of field.



Minutes for April 12, 2016

©Nancy Bickham “View at Cedar Breaks”

   President Mia Lisa Anderson called for the officers and directors to attend an early meeting at 6 p.m. Four 
topics were discussed: Current state of the club (doing well, good energy), hands-on workshop May meeting 
(in-case-of-rain plans, leaders needed), new digital projector (send ideas/products to Gary Thompson) and the 
Deane Center club exhibit (numbers and logistics).
   At 7:05 Mia welcomed all to the meeting. Approximately 30 members were in attendance. David Ralph made 
a motion to accept the minutes as printed in the newsletter; Gene LaFavor seconded the motion. Treasurer 
Gary Thompson reported our current balance of $2013. 
   Mia introduced Bruce Dart who presented a program on “Exposure Basics.” First, Bruce talked to us about 
our exhibit at the Deane Center this July.  He then began his program and spent time explaining the three ways 
we can control exposure:  1. Aperture (size of the lens opening), 2. Shutter speed, and 3. ISO (an adjustment of 
our camera’s sensitivity to light). Our digital cameras are set to automatically expose images at 18% gray which 
often does not give us what we expect or want.  Camera correct exposure is often quite different than “appropri-
ate” exposure. We enjoyed seeing Bruce’s before and after images. Although we can change exposures (brack-
eting is a good way) in camera, we are also fortunate that we can use photo programs to improve our images’ 
exposures.
    After snacks provided by Bruce, Gary led our critique “Picture Perfect Exposure.” We were to present an 
image we thought was well exposed. Some members submitted images “straight out of the camera” and some 
worked on their images to improve the exposure (appropriate exposure!). Gary remarked on the wonderful 
work that was submitted. Some images were quite clever. Lonny Frost turned an image with a reflection side-
ways to great effect (“Nature’s Eye”).  Russ Dodson captured the confusion and eerie nature of a mirror maze 
(“Mirror-Mirror”).
                                      Respectfully submitted,
                                             Paul Bozzo
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Beginning Balance $2013.68

Cash IN (2016 dues) 40.00

Cash OUT (Guest Speakers) 0

Ending Balance $2053.68
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for April 2016

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org



Ann Kamzelski 
presents tips, techniques, 

and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
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Getting Inspiration
    Inspiration to take a specific photo or type of photo can come from many places.  Sometimes you 
can’t even remember where you got the idea, but in all likelihood, you had seen or heard about it 
somewhere and tucked it into a spot in your brain for later consideration.  An artist friend of mine 
in Cedar Key says, “There is no original art”, meaning that most concepts come from somewhere or 
someone else.  Yours may be vastly different from the original, but the idea that leads you to your 
creation started elsewhere.  

So where do these inklings come from?  They could be just a chance encounter.  Most of you have 
heard the story of how I became a serious photographer.  The short version is that I went to a pho-
to store to drop off a roll of film (you remember film don’t you?) for developing.  I turned to leave 
and saw a book on the rack called “Close-Ups in Nature” by John Shaw.  I picked it up and flipped 
through it.  I was blown away by the insect images and decided in that moment that I wanted to 
learn how to take photographs like that.  I haven’t turned back since. My love of photography has 
just grown from that fortuitous happenstance.  As the years have passed, not only do I create images 
similar to the ones that I observed in Mr. Shaw’s book, but I have tried to put my own spin on them 
by using different backgrounds and compositions. 
        (Continued next page)
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Inspiration (continued)

All images unless otherwise noted © Ann Kamzelski.
“Book” photos came from royalty free images on the 
internet but represent ones seen in books.

   So, yes, books have been a great inspiration for much of 
my work. I have actually decided to go to certain locations 
for my yearly photo trip because of images that I have seen 
in books or magazines.  A prime example is my trip to 
Colorado a couple of years ago where we took 4-wheel drive 
vehicles up into the high meadows to photograph wildflow-
ers with mountain backgrounds.  I thought the combination 
of flowers enhancing the mountain landscape was spectac-
ular.  We went with a guide since he was knew where the 
good locations would be.  I was not disappointed.  I would 
never have gone on this trip without the inspiration from 
the pictures that I had seen.
I also look at books when I am planning a trip to see what 
kinds of photographic opportunities are available at the 
location that I would be heading to.  My friend Pam had 
suggested that we go to Sedona AZ for a trip one year.  I was 
not familiar with the area so I borrowed some books from 
the library and purchased one about the area.  Not only did 
they provide inspiration, they were priceless in helping us 
find great shooting locations.  
In both of the previous examples, my photos are similar, but 
not the same as the ones that gave me the inspiration.  That 
is the point of inspiration.  You take the idea and modify it 
to be your own, like the one below.

New Insect  Ann Kamzelski
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Inspiration (continued)

    While books are always a great place to look for 
stimulus in creating shots, there are also 
museums, art festivals and photo clubs.  
However, the best place to find wonderful ideas 
these days in on the internet.  The supply of
imagery from around the world is limitless.  Just 
type in a suggestion like “butterfly photos or paint-
ings” and thousands will show up.  But even here 
there can be surprises.  I had decided to create a 
photo to put in the gallery in Cedar Key, where I 
sell my “creative” images, that represented the laid-
back feeling of island living.  I took a shot of a local 
beach and created droopy watches to hang on the 
branches of the tree that was in the sand.  I entitled 
it “Island Time”.  I knew that my inspiration came 
from the famous painting by Salvador Dali.  Just to 
be sure that my creation was completely different 
than his; I went on the internet to look at a copy of 
his painting.  Since I couldn’t remember the title of 
his work, I just typed in Dali paintings.  In short or-
der I had a collection of his paintings.  Not only did 
I find a copy of the painting that I was interested in 
seeing, but lo and behold there was a painting that 
he had done of a galleon with butterflies for sails.  
The lightbulb went off in my head!!  I now sell a 
photo of a boat with butterfly wings in the gallery 
thanks to Dali and the internet.
   So inspiration can come from many places and 
subconsciously you probably have dozens of ideas 
tucked away in your brain that may pop out at any 
minute.  I now keep a list by my computer for con-
cepts that strike me when I see or hear something 
interesting.  I may never follow up on these ideas, 
but they are there just in case. 
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©Dwaine Gipe “Winter Aconite”

©Lonny Frost  “Nature’s Eye”

©Bob Bair “Spring Gone Awry”

The Grand Canyon Photo Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

©Russ Dodson  “Mirror, Mirror”

©Diane Coburn  “The Muck”
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©Ann Kamzelski “Common Tern” ©Mia Lisa Anderson  “Let’s Bake”

©Kenneth Meyer “Pine Creek Bike Path”

©Jan Keck “April Snow”

©Bruce Dart “Forgotten Entrance”
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GCPC  2016 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

 
Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central 
Avenue, Wellsboro: April, Bernadette Chiaramonte-
Brown; May, Diane Coburn; June, Nancy Bickham; 
July, Ann Kamzelski & Jan Keck. August .......open

The Warehouse Theatre: Various Members

Deane Center:  Club Show July
FIRST QUARTER: COMPOSITION

SECOND QUARTER: EXPOSURE

May 10  - Hands-on workshop, Exposure Situations, 
Everyone brings camera; no critique.

 
June 14   - Workshop at Ann Kamzelski’s, no critique.

THIRD QUARTER: LIGHT

July 12  - Gary Thompson, Introduction to Lighting, 
Types of Light.
August 9 - Bruce Dart, Flash Photography; Theme,  
Types of light (choose one): Backlighting, Side, Front.
September 13- Light Painting; Theme, Light As the 
Subject.
FOURTH QUARTER: SHUTTER SPEED

October 11- Shutter speed- What is it and what does 
it do?
November 8 - Ken Meyer: Winter Photography ; 
Critique Theme, The Year in Review (make the best 
photo you can). 
December 13 -Holiday party; Member slideshow.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the 
Native Bagel or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mystery Macro
How observant are you?

     ©Jan Keck

     ©Jan Keck

What is this?  Send your 
guess to bdphoto@ptd.

net

No Correct       
    guesses:
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May 10   Meeting At a Glance

Program: Out on the Town

Photographing in Wellsboro
No Critique  

Snacks and Beverages:

 
Judith Giddings - Snacks

Gerry Bailey - Beverages

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

©Karin Meyer  “More Winter”

http://www.lightstalking.com/4-steps-to-photographing-statues-
and-sculptures/

 

      LIGHTSTALKING
      4 Steps to Photographing Statues and Sculptures

©Gary Thompson  “The Lookout”
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©Gene Lafavor  “Evening Watch”

©Paul Bozzo  “Four Mile Run”

11.
©Carla Amarosa “Sunning Strutter”


