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Pennsylvania Country Roads
Bob Hancock takes us on a trip down country roads 

The October 8 
meeting of the 
Grand Canyon 
P h o t o g r a p h y 
Club will feature 
Bob Hancock, 
a professional 
p h o t o g r a p h e r 
from Johnstown, 
PA, who will 
present a 
program on his 
p h o t o g r a p h y 
of the beautiful 
Pennsylvania countryside.  The meeting will begin at 7 pm at the 
Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center in Wellsboro, PA.  

Bob and his wife 
Deb have operated 
a photography 
business in 
Johnstown for the 
last 32 years.  They 
provide studio and 
school portraits 
and photography 
for weddings, 
sports, and special 
events.  When time 
permits, Bob’s passion is to be on a back Pennsylvania country 
road, creating peaceful warm country images.  His goal is to 
show a slower pace of life within his images.  His techniques are 
simple, as is his equipment.  Ninety-five percent of his images are 
created with two different lenses.  Bob’s presentation will include 
information on his approach to landscape photography and how 

he uses Nik filters to create 
stunning art images. 

Bob has received countless 
awards in print competition 
throughout his career.  A four-
time Kodak Gallery award 
winner, he was the 2012 
president of the Professional 
Photographers Association 
of Pennsylvania.  Bob has 
also earned his Professional 
Photographers of America 
(PPA) Master of Photography 
degree and received the 
Photographic Craftsman 
as well. According to Bruce 
Dart, who is a member of PPA and also holds the Photographic 
Craftsman Degree, “Many professionals work for years to get either 
degree; both is a worthy achievement.” To earn both degrees, the 
photographer must obtain 50 merits 
in service, education, national print 
competitions, and speaking to other 
professional groups.

The Hancocks have two grown 
children and three grandchildren.  
They are active in their church and 
other community organizations.  
For a preview of Bob’s work, 
visit the website at www.
hancockphotography.com or 
the Pennsylvania Country Roads 
Facebook page.

Photos ©Bob Hancock
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2013 Officers:
President:   Lee Hoar

Vice President:  Bruce Dart

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary:  Mia Lisa Anderson

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller 

2013-2014:  Nancy Bickham; Open 
position

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart 

Shows:  Nancy Bickham, David Ralph, 
Ann Kamzelski, Mia Anderson

Publicity:  Lonny Frost

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

President’s Message

Over the years we have had numerous family members want-
ing to spend a few days here in northern Pennsylvania when the 
leaves are at their peak color.  After many years of watching the 
leaves turn, we have decided that the last week of September and 
the first week of October are almost always peak color.

Last Friday (9-20-13) we drove over Bloss Mountain and the leaves 
had just started to change color. I said to Mary Ellen that our time 
frame is not going to work this year, these leaves just have too far 
to go in just a few days.

Well,  Monday morning we made the same trek over Bloss Mountain 
and in two days the leaves were at their peak. Just breathtaking 
beauty! Unbelievable what has happened in just two days. 

We do live in one of 
the most beautiful 
places in the world 
and it will soon be 
at its very best. So 
move away from 
the TV and comput-
er, take camera in 
hand, and do your 
very best. 

I have seen some 
of the pictures from 
this month’s pro-
gram, Pennsylvania 
Country Roads, and 
they are the kind 
of photos you will 
look at and say to 
yourself, “Why didn’t 
I take that?” It is go-
ing to be a very nice 
show.

See you there!

Lee
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We were on a bus traveling to the west cost of New Zealand and just happened to stop at this station when the train was there. 
This was an excursion train from Fairlight to Kingston. There was not a town that we could remember, only a small country 
store where we could get something to eat and drink.  The bus driver said we would stop at “Farlee” and we were surprised to 
see the spelling was Fairlight.  But, then again, we were surprised at a lot of things we didn’t understand until we had been in 
the country for about a month and our ears started to hear the local dialects.

The picture was taken with a Sony 5 megapixel camera with 10x zoom lens.

Maggie and I certainly enjoyed your meetings when we lived in Painted Post.  Now that we are in Vermont, we “kind of” stay 
in touch with the newsletter.  Since we are lifetime members, we hope that those newsletters just keep coming.   Our best to all 
of you -- you have a great club!  We’ve found nothing like it here in Middlebury.   --Tom

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Tom Holmes

President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order and asked 
new people to introduce themselves.

He stated that if there were no additions or corrections, the 
minutes would stand approved as they appeared in the 
newsletter.  There is $1,759.61 in the treasury.

Lee thanked Ann Kamzelski and Nancy Bickham for 
organizing the club exhibit and Suzan Richar for being in 
charge of the opening reception refreshments. He also 
thanked everyone who helped in any way and those who 
submitted photos.

Lee announced that Lonny Frost will be the new Publicity 
Chairman and that Gary Thompson will be chairing 
the nominating committee which will report to Lee in 
October.

Bruce Dart informed members that he needs images to 
hang in the Warehouse Theater. He suggested people 
could put some of the ones hanging at the Gmeiner after 
the exhibit closes.

Lee introduced the evening’s speaker, Jack Preston, and his 
presentation on his trip to Morocco.

After the break, Ann Kamzelski led the critique on the 
theme “Things You Never Take Pictures Of.”

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Minutes of September 10 , 2013   
  

Beginning Balance  $1759.61

Cash IN

    $0.00

Cash OUT

$0.00

Ending Balance $1759.61
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for September 2013

        ©Ann Kamzelski
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Boring to Beautiful

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

Sometimes I see something that I think will make a good 
photograph only to find that the resulting image is boring. 
Often, I rethink how I took the image and try other options 
to make a more pleasing picture.  As I was assessing the 
methods that I use to create or improve my photographs, 
I realized that there are several techniques that are worth 
putting into articles for the newsletter.  I will discuss five 
of these briefly here, each with an example, and then give 
more in-depth descriptions in future articles.

Camera or Lens Movement

I had a nice bouquet of flowers that I had picked in my 
garden.  There was a great mix of colors so I thought it 
would make a nice photograph.  The image came out just 
ho-hum.   When I considered what I could do to make a 
more striking image I remembered that using a zoom 
lens could sometimes create very interesting results.   I 
tried zooming during a long exposure and got a much 
more interesting shot.  You can also just move the camera 
while taking the exposure.  There are certain subjects that 
work particularly well for this technique.  Details about 
suggested subjects, along with specifics on how to do 
this, will be in an upcoming article.

Creating an Abstract Photo

I love to take abstract photographs.  I like the mystery that 
these thought provoking images can generate.  The easiest 
way to do an abstract is just select a small portion of the 
subject and do a close up shot.  A macro lens is a great 
help for this.  I had a nice portrait of a teasel plant, but it 

was a very lackluster shot.  I got really close to the flower 
with my macro lens and took a photo of just a section of 
the flower’s top.  I used Photoshop Elements to give it a 
painterly look.   I feel that it is a much more pleasing image.  
It is abstract in that it is now not as easily recognizable as 
the shot of the whole flower.  But that is not all that goes 
into making a successful abstract photograph.  You can 
use other lenses to produce these and you also need to be 
concerned about composition.  It can be a fun exercise to 
make abstract images using all of your lenses.

By the Light of Day

I am sure that you have all heard the term “magic light”.  That 
is the light that you get in the early morning and late evening 
when the sun is lower on the horizon.  There is a reason it is 
called this.  This light is less harsh with much lower contrast.  
I was riding in my golf cart around Cedar Key, my winter 
home, looking for interesting locations to take pictures 
of the water.  I came across a dock facing west and got 
permission to 
use it to take 
photographs.  
It was about 
2pm on 
a cloudy 
day when I 
discovered it.  
It took several 
pictures but 
was not very 

(Continued on page 5)
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excited about any of them.  I decided to go back later that 
day (fortunately it is only about 3 blocks from my house).  
Even though it was still cloudy, the sun was peeking 
through the clouds as it was making its afternoon decent.  
Same place, totally different results!  Now I had a stunning 
photograph.  I 
know that it 
is not always 
possible to go 
to a location 
when the light 
is best, but it 
sure is worth 
the effort if you 
can.  For the 
article on this 
topic, I want to take a series of photographs of the same 
spot over the entire day.  Sometimes you just have to see 
what I am talking about to understand it better.

High Dynamic Range Photography (HDR)

You have heard me talk about HDR in the past.  It is a 

technique that I started to 
explore a few years ago and is now a regular part of my 
photographic arsenal.  For those days that you CAN”T get 
back to a special spot in better lighting, HDR can sometimes 
be the saving grace.   I originally tried it because it allows 
you to maintain the details in the shadows and highlights 
of an image even in high contrast situations like in the 
middle of the day.  I will explain how this all works in the 
forthcoming article.  The wonderful part about HDR is that 
I discovered it has several other uses.  It is great for taking 
interior shots of buildings, and twilight street scenes.  It 
also brings out hidden texture and colors in many subjects 

like buildings and old rusty things.  When I found this old 
truck in a neighbor’s yard, I thought it might have potential 
for a nice photograph.  The pictures were pretty humdrum 
until I tried HDR on it.  All of these great colors and textures 
just popped out.

Simple Backyard Studio

I have a koi pond in my front yard that at times is loaded 
with frogs.  Using my long zoom lens I was able to get lots of 
photos of these skittish creatures.  However, because I had 
no control over the location of the frogs, the foreground 
and background of the images were often busy and 
distracted from the 
subject.  I wanted 
to get some nicer 
images of these guys.  
As with Ted the Toad, 
who I talked about 
in the Heads or Tails 
article, I decided to try 
doing photos of the 
frogs using a simple 
homemade studio.  I 
went from having an 
unexciting picture of an amphibian to an amazing image of 
Fred the Frog (you need to be on first name basis with your 
subjects for the best shots).  For this example, I used a white 
background.  You 
can also use other 
color backgrounds 
depending on the 
results that you 
want.  The whole 
setup takes me 
about 5 minutes to 
put together and is 
easy to use.  More 
details to come!

Well, I hope that whets your appetite to be creative with 
your photography.  There isn’t just one way to take a shot.  
And remember, you don’t have to wait for my articles to try 
some of these things

 

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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September Critique: Trains

     ©Mia Lisa Anderson

     ©Ann Kamzelski

     ©Nancy Bickham

     ©Paul Bozzo

     ©Lonny Frost

 © Bruce Dart 
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     ©Bob Bair

     ©Dwaine Gipe

     ©Dwaine Gipe

     ©Bill Giddings

     ©Ken Meyer
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     ©Dave Ralph

     ©Nancy Dart

     ©Linda Sichel

     ©Jan Keck

     ©Jan Keck     ©Sara Wagaman
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     ©Gary Thompson

     ©Kev Card      ©Dave Ralph

     ©Lonny Frost
     ©Judith Giddings
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GCPC 2013 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Av-
enue, Wellsboro:  October, Mia Lisa Anderson; No-
vember, Bill and Judith Giddings

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members. 
October 8: Program, Pennsylvania Country Roads, 
Bob Hancock; Theme, Barns and Silos, Critique Leader, 
Ann Kamzelski. 

November 12: Program, What’s In The Bag: Photo 
Equipment; Theme, Fall Colors, Critique Leader, Bruce 
Dart.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

Mystery Macro
How good is your photographer’s eye?

        ©Ann Kamzelski

There were no correct 
guesses for last month’s 
mystery: a hydrangea.

        ©Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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October 8  Meeting At a Glance 

Program:  Bob Hancock,  
Pennsylvania Country Roads

Critique: Ann Kamzelski,  
Barns/Silos

Refreshments: Nancy Bickham  
Beverage: Judith Giddings 

Set Up:  Paul Bozzo

Check Out These Websites  
National Geographic Photography:  A comprehensive site worth exploring, with blogs, Photo of the Day 
(updated daily), wallpapers for your computer, photo galleries, videos with photo tips, biographies and im-
ages of National Geographic photographers, and a section called “Your Shot,” where members can submit 
their work for feedback.  If you join “YourShot,” you’ll receive a free downloadable e-book, the National Geo-
graphic Complete Guide to Photography: Photography Basics.  Your photo could be selected to appear on the 
National Geographic website and magazines!  http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/

Capturing Wildlife in Contrasting Light:   In this 11 minute video, Doug Gardner and Don Wouri head to 
Francis Beidler Forest in South Carolina to capture some photos of the eclectic wildlife and discuss some 
professional techniques for photographing animals in contrasting light. Doug teaches you how to account 
for the contrast in natural light at various times of day by adjusting your f-stop, experimenting with lenses, 
and if all else fails, accepting that you won’t get the shot you want and just enjoying the experience. 
http://videostore.popphoto.com/video/003151_capturing-wildlife-in-contrasting-light/

        ©Bob Hancock

        ©Bob Hancock

http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/
http://videostore.popphoto.com/video/003151_capturing-wildlife-in-contrasting-light/

