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What’s In the Bag?
Three photographers reveal their essential gear 

Most of us, if we thought 
seriously about it, would 
never leave home for a photo 
session without certain 
items. Thinking ahead to all 
the things we might possibly 
need, we might generate 
a list of “must have” gear 
such as charged batteries 
for camera and flash and 
extra memory cards, and a 
battery charger for vacations 
or longer excursions.  At the 7 pm November 12 meeting 
of the Grand Canyon Photo Club, we will explore the basic 
equipment that we might need or want to add to our camera 
bags for successful photo outings.  

As unique 
i n d i v i d u a l s , 
photographers 
often differ on 
what essentials 
should be 
in their bag. 
“Must have” 
lists will be as 
varied as the 
photographers 
t h e m s e l v e s .  
Pick three club members with a pretty comprehensive gear 
bag and you begin to get the idea.  Gary Thompson, Ken 
Meyer and Bruce Dart will bring their gear to the November 

meeting and share some 
rationale behind items each 
considers essential.  As part of 
his professional career, Gary 
takes architectural images 
in low light conditions.  Ken 
loves to shoot outdoors in foul 
weather.  The gear he carries 
will be very different from 
Gary’s.  Bruce, on the other 
hand, enjoys photographing 
everything from panoramic 

landscapes to still-life images.  Yet, there are some pieces 
of equipment that he considers versatile  and essential for 
several different situations.  

How many carry a flashlight in their bag to see camera 
controls if photographing before sunrise or after sunset? Or 
how about a pen and some paper to make notes or even 
perhaps to jot down an address of an interesting place 
or person met along the way? How many times have we 
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wished we had something and made a mental note to add it to the 
bag, only to be distracted and not get that accomplished?

And so far, we haven’t even 
started talking about our 
favorite lenses and which ones 
would get the job done best if 
we wanted to do a panorama 
or scenic landscape. How 
about telephoto or zoom 
lenses? Or, what about close 
up photography?  Then to be 
creative, there is the extreme 
wide angle or “fisheye” lens.

“At a week long class with Tony Sweet,” Bruce remembers, “Tony pulled 
out one by one all of the things he carries. It was very interesting. 
While  must of us can’t afford the $2,500 worth of special Singh Ray 
filters that Tony has,“ he added, “it was fascinating to see that he used a 
#10 magenta filter just to add the right sparkle of color to a particular 
image!” 

While we might not have 
the array of filters Tony uses, 
each of us would have a few 
things in that line to enhance 
our images. By nature 
photographers tend to be 
pretty ingenious about how 
to make something work, 
particularly, to make it work 
inexpensively. At the end of 
this program, each of us will 
likely have a list of things to consider adding to our gear bag, and the 
three amigos presenting will likely motivate each other as well. Join us 
for a fun evening.

        ©Ken Meyer

©Gary Thompson

©Bruce Dart
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President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order and asked 
new members/and or guests to introduce themselves. 

Lee stated the minutes from the previous meeting 
appeared in the newsletter. If there were no additions 
or corrections to them, they will stand as approved. Lee 
reported that there is $1,759.61 in our treasury.

Mia Lisa Anderson read the report of the nominating 
committee. The proposed slate of GCPC officers for 2014 
is as follows:

President: Bruce Dart 
Vice President: Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary: David Ralph 
Corresponding Secretary: Judith Giddings 
Treasurer: Gary Thompson 
Directors: Ken Meyer and Nancy Bickham

The program for November is scheduled to be a talk by 
several members on what equipment they carry in their 
camera bags. Lee will talk to a couple of individuals and 
prepare the program.

Lee introduced the evening’s speaker Bob Hancock.  After 
refreshments, Ann Kamzelski led the critique on the theme 
Barns/Silos.

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

I was at the Fairgrounds during early Spring to shoot some cloud 
formations I had seen. As I tried to capture the clouds, I kept 
seeing power lines in my shots, so I walked further in.  By the 
time I got a clear shot of the clouds, they had lost their interest-
ing shape and color.  So instead of going home empty handed, I 
looked around to see if there was anything else I could capture.  
     As I looked across the hillsides, in the distance the unique 
green and brown color pattern of the fields caught my eye as 
sunlight poured out from behind the clouds. As I zoomed in on 
the rolling fields, I noticed another set of patterns on the tops of 
the silos peeking up from the tree line.  A few minutes later, as 
the sun set more, the spark that made the photo shoot exciting 
had now disappeared.  Had I not been in that spot at that exact 
time, this image would not have been captured. 
      I used a Fuji FinePix S3280 SLR Digital Camera. I played 
with the manual settings and took several shots until I felt I had 
a few good ones.

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Lonny Frost

Minutes of October 8 , 2013 

  
  

Beginning Balance  $1759.61

Cash IN

    $0.00

Cash OUT

Speaker (Bob Hancock) $200.00

Ending Balance $1559.61
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for September 2013

Bruce Dart’s photo of 
the Suquehanna River 
at Wyalusing Rocks is 
a five-image stitched 
panorama, 19 1/2 
by 32 inches and 163 
megabytes.  Go to page 
5 to see a 13-image 
panorama taken from 
the same spot.
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Accidents (Will) Happen

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

I know I promised to start the articles about improving boring 
photographs, but I wanted to write about an incident that just 
happened to me while it is still fresh in my mind.

It is said that bad things happen in threes.  Well, I hope so, because 
I just had my third, and I hope last, accident with my camera.  
The first time was several years ago while I was at a workshop.  
They had some injured raptors that we were photographing 
in a natural outdoor setting.  Regrettably, it was a very windy 
day.  The birds were having a hard time sitting still because it 
was blowing so hard.  
I had my camera on 
my tripod with my 
100-300mm zoom 
lens on so I could get 
nice shots of the birds 
without getting too 
close to them and also 
blur the background.  
I was using film back 
then and when I bent 
over to get another 
roll of film the wind 
blew my camera and tripod over.  The camera survived, the lens 
did not. Fortunately, we were shooting the final bird of the day 
and the rest of the workshop didn’t require this long lens.

The second incident happened while I was taking pictures of an 
unusual wildflower with my macro lens.  If the flower had not 
been so unusual, I would never have put myself in an awkward 
position.  But, I really wanted a photo of that particular flower so 
my camera, tripod and I were all precariously perched on a steep 
bank.  I had made sure that the tripod was positioned as stable 
as I could make it.  It wasn’t the camera/tripod that was the 
problem.  It was me!  In the middle of taking pictures, my foot 
started to slide down the bank. By reflex, I grabbed at the closest 
available object, 
which in this 
case happened 
to be my tripod.  
Mistake!!  I 
ended up 
flinging the 
camera and 
tripod into a 
mud puddle at 
the bottom of 
the bank.  Not 
only was the 
macro lens bent and badly scratched, the memory card door on 

the camera popped open and the camera got filled with dirty 
muddy water.  I was able to download the photos that I had 
taken, but the lens and camera were a total loss.

My third 
a c c i d e n t 
h a p p e n e d 
while I was 
on a recent 
vacation at 
Zion Canyon 
National Park 
in Utah.  I was 
removing my 
camera from 
my tripod.  
The bad news 
is that it slipped and fell, landing lens first.  The good news is that 
I happened to be in a sandy location instead of on rocks.  The 
bad news is that I got sand all over the lens.  This last incident 
was the least impactful of the three.  The camera and lens were 
just fine (thank you, thank you).  My circular polarizing filter was 
not scratched because the lens cap was on, but it was full of 
sand and would no longer turn.  I resigned myself to having to 
replace it when I got home. I did work with it over the next day 
and managed to get it to turn, albeit roughly, so I could use it for 
the rest of the trip.

So where am I going with all this?  In the first two cases, my lenses 
and camera were replaced at no charge.  How did Ann manage 
that you might ask?  It is because I have an insurance policy on 
my camera equipment.  Your regular household insurance would 
generally cover your gear if you have a house fire or someone 
steals it from your home.  It will not cover accidents and often 
not theft while you are traveling.  You need to check the specifics 
of your individual policy to see if it is covered at all.  I have a rider 
on my home owner’s policy that covers just my photo stuff.  I 
had to give the insurance company a list of the items I wanted 
covered, the cost of each item and the serial numbers for the 
more expensive items like camera bodies and lenses.   The policy 
I have covers repair or replacement all itemized things without 
a deductible for any reason, including theft and accidents.  In 
both cases, I call the company and explained what happened.  
They sent me a check each time to cover the cost of replacing 
the equipment.  They did ask me to send the camera body to 
them to see if they could get it repaired to recoup some of their 
money.  But that was at their expense and I still got a new body.  
The cost of the policy is determined by the total value of the 
items that you insure.  It is usually about 1% of the value per 
year, so if you have $2000 worth of equipment the premium 

(Continued on page 5)
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Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

would be about $20.  Well worth the cost!!  Each insurance 
company probably works differently, so you would have to talk 
with your representative for details.  My insurance company is 
Nationwide.

The accidents that I had did not ruin any vacations. However, I have 
a friend who almost had the most horrible thing of all happen.  
He had spent a small fortune for a trip to the Galapagos Islands.  
The second day of the trip, his camera broke.  Disaster!!  Luckily, 
he was on a photography tour with a dozen other people.  He 
used Canon equipment and there were several others who did 
also.  One of the participants had an extra Canon camera body 
that she loaned to my friend.  If not for that, he would have no 
photographs from his “once in a lifetime trip”.  After hearing this 
story, I now carry an old camera body along on my trips.  I have 
upgraded my equipment over the years, and keep my old body 
as a back-up.  If you don’t have this option, then take a point and 
shoot camera along.  It may not be the best, but you will still be 
able to get pictures.

Good Accidents

Occasionally, I have a “good” accident.  Actually, I had two happen 
on this trip.  

There I was taking photographs 
of the beautiful Bryce Canyon 
National Park.  I had on my wide 
angle lens set at f22 to get both 
close and distant parts of the 
landscape in focus.  Of course, 
I was using my tripod.  All of a 
sudden the cutest chipmunk 
popped up on the canyon rim 
right next to me.  I quickly took 
the camera off the tripod (I 
didn’t drop it this time), focused 
on the little critter and started 
shooting.  After a few shots he 
disappeared.  It was then that 

I realized that I had left the settings at f22, not what I would 
normally do for wildlife.  I would typically use a setting of about 
f5.6, especially with the wide angle lens to keep the background 
blurry so the animal would stand out.  Too late, he was gone.  
Since I was low to the ground and the far canyon was probably a 
½ mile away, the background came out somewhat blurry but still 
identifiable.   I like the result because while the chipmunk still 
stands out, it gives you a sense of the place where we were.

The second “good” accident occurred while I was taking sunrise 
photos.  The morning was still quite dark so a long exposure was 
needed.  I had the camera on a tripod and was using my remote 
cable release.  When I went to move my equipment to a different 
location, I inadvertently pressed the shutter with my remote.  I 
had no idea what I had shot, but when I previewed the image, I 
had created a pleasing abstract of the grass and mountains.  It is 
not something that I would have done intentionally, but I like it.

So the moral to this article is; get insurance for your camera gear, 
take an extra camera body or second camera along on important 
trips and don’t delete accidental images until you look at them.

 

This panoramic view of the Marie Antoinette Lookout at Wyalusing Rocks is a 13-image stitched panorama, ISO 200, 1/60, 
f/11 that makes an image nearly 18 x 80 inches and 364 megabytes.  The photographer, Bruce Dart, says it was overcast and 
sprinkling, but still a great view.

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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October Critique: Barns/Silos

     ©Nancy Bickham

     ©Lonny Frost
     ©Nancy Dart

     ©Jan Keck

     ©Suzan Richar  © Bruce Dart 



7

Newsletter
November  2013

     ©Mia Lisa Anderson

     ©Ann Kamzelski

     ©Nancy Schoonover

     ©Dwaine Gipe
     ©Linda Sichel



8

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

     ©Allison Senchur

     ©Nancy Dart

     ©Allison Frost      ©Paul Bozzo

     ©Ken Meyer



9

Newsletter
November  2013

     ©Gary Thompson

     ©Gabrielle Knott

     ©Bill Giddings

     ©Kev Card

     ©Judith Giddings



10

The Grand Canyon Photography Club
www.gcphotoclub.org

GCPC Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Art & Cultural Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Ave-
nue, Wellsboro:  November, Bill and Judith Giddings; 
December, Sandy Foor.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Various members.  
November 12: Program, Bruce Dart, Ken Meyer, and 
Gary Thompson, What’s In The Bag: Photo Equipment; 
Theme, Fall Colors, Critique Leader, Bruce Dart.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

January 14, 2014:  Ken Meyer, Building Photographic 
Presentations; Theme, Happy, Critique leader, TBA.
February 11, 2014: Mia Lisa Anderson, The Visual 
Toolbox: Photgraphic Resources & Inspiration; Theme, 
Winter, Critique leader, TBA.
March 11, 2014:  Wolfram Jobst, Trip to Turkey ; 
Theme, Two photos of the same subject from different 
perspectives, Critique leader, TBA.

Mystery Macro
How good is your photographer’s eye?

        ©Judith Giddings

Al Quimby guessed  
last month’s Mystery 
Macro: A stack of 
cannonballs

        ©Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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Check Out These Websites  

50 Incredible Photography Techniques and 
Tutorials:   There’s something for everyone here.  
On this site you’ll find techniques, tutorials, and 
resources for various kinds of photography.  
Learn how to set up the perfect environment and 
what techniques, principles, and rules of thumb 
you should consider.  Among other things, the 
site covers high-speed photography, tilt-shift 
photography, black and white photography, 
motion blur, infrared, night, smoke photogra-
phy, macro photography, HDR, panoramic pho-
tography, RAW processing and others.   http://
www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/04/22/the-
ultimate-photography-round-up/

Photo Gallery: How to Take Camera Phone Pic-
tures   In capable hands, a camera phone—the 
most widely used kind of camera in history—can 
produce compelling images. In this gallery from 
National Geographic, get tips for taking the best 
shots wherever you go.   http://photography.
nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-
tips/camera-phone-photos/

November 12   
Meeting At a Glance 

Program:  What’s in the Bag

Critique: Bruce Dart,  Fall Colors

Refreshments: Suzan Richar  
Beverage: Bill Wolfe 
Set Up:  Paul Bozzo

        ©Dwaine Gipe

Congratulations to Suzan Richar for winning an Interna-
tional Regional Magazine Association merit award for her 
photo “Winter Wonderland” that appeared in Mountain 
Home Magazine in February 2012 and in our March 2012 
newsletter.  Her photo competed with photos from maga-
zines such as Arizona Highways, Vermont Life, and Down 
East. 

Lillian Van Campen has three old cameras she would like 
to sell, a Canon Z135 film camera, Kodak Disk 8000, and 
a Canon Sure Shot film.  If anyone is interested they can 
call Lillian at (570) 724-8899 and she will bring them to 
a meeting.

Member News and Notes

http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/04/22/the-ultimate-photography-round-up/ 
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/04/22/the-ultimate-photography-round-up/ 
http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/04/22/the-ultimate-photography-round-up/ 
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/camera-phone-photos/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/camera-phone-photos/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-tips/camera-phone-photos/

