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Annual Creative Photo Outing

The Grand Canyon 
Photography Club will 
meet at 4 p.m., Tuesday,  
June 11, 2013,  at the 
home of Ann and Ron 
Kamzelski, 311 Jackson 
Road, Wellsboro, PA.  
The program will 
be an evening of 
outdoor and creative 
photography.  Ann’s 
home is in a rural 
setting so there will 
be the opportunity 
to take shots of scenic 
images, wildflowers, 
and garden flowers.  In 
Ann will set up stations 
specifically to show interested people how to do water drop 
photography.  

The workshop will begin at 4:30 p.m. and last until dark, 
but participants may come or leave at whatever time is 
convenient.  Please bring a snack or beverage to share with 
the group.  Bring a camera and a tripod, if you have one.  
There will be a couple of extra tripods available for those 
who don’t own one.  

The workshop is an opportunity to try new and different 
techniques with skilled photographers available to give 
assistance.  

Guests are welcome.  In case of inclement weather, call Ann 
Kamzelski, 570-724-2167, or Lee Hoar, 570-659-5256, to 
check whether the workshop has been cancelled.  Rain date 
will be Wednesday, June 12.

Directions From Wellsboro

Take Route 6 toward Mansfield.  Shortly past the Weis Market, 
bear right up the hill on the Cherry Flats Road.  Continue 
about 2.5 miles and turn right onto Arnot Road.  Go one mile 
and turn left on Jackson Road.  Ann’s house is about 3/4 of a 
mile down the road on 
the left.  The mailbox 
has 311 on it.

From Mansfield

Take Route 6 toward 
Wellsboro.  Go about 
8.5 miles.  Just past 
Lewis Homes (on the 
right), turn left onto 
Gas Company Road.  
Follw this road until 
it ends at a T.  Turn 
right onto Cherry 
Flats road.  Go a few 
hundred feet and turn 
left onto Arnot Road.  
Go one mile and turn left on Jackson Road.  Ann’s house is 
about 3/4 of a mile down the road on the left.  The mailbox 
has 311 on it.

Try new techniques or practice old ones in a beautiful setting 

Images by Ann Kamzelski
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GCPC President’s Message

Our last club meeting was very unique, to say the least. We met at 
the Gmeiner for a short business meeting and then we were to walk 
around town to photograph lighted window displays and street 
lights, etc. 

At four pm. the electricity went off and stayed off until the wee hours 
of the morning.

I guess the best thing about the whole thing was it didn’t rain.  It 
was one of the most overcast  dark evenings you would  want to see. 
No one in their right mind would have gone outdoors to photograph 
anything. Well maybe the gas lights, they were beautiful. 

But for a group of  talented photographers a better challenge could 
not have been set up and will never be duplicated. I had a great time. 
I took a few pictures, talked to some folks I’ve not seen in years, and 
learned some things about my camera that I did not know before. I 
can’t wait to see  the pictures that will be shown at the July meeting 
from this outing. I know there will be some great shots. 

The picture I’ve submitted for 
the newsletter is of  what I call 
the Lincoln Door House.  It’s not 
the best picture I’ve ever taken, 
but it’s not all that bad either 
and I had fun taking it. Most 
of you will know that it is the 
house just past the library on 
the same side of the street. But 
did you know that  the door was 
a wedding present to Doctor 
and Mrs. Shearer in 1858?  
President and Mrs. Lincoln sent 
the door by train to Wellsboro, 
but did not attend the wedding.  
They were very close friends in 
Springfield, Illinois. 

This month we will be meeting 
at the home of Ann and Ron Kamzelski.  I’m sure Ann will have a few 
photo challenges for all of us. Bring a camera, tripod, and a friend. It’s 
always a fun evening even if it rains.

See Ya there!  

Lee

 © Lee Hoar
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President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He thanked everyone 
for the cards and e-mails he received during his recovery from recent 
gall bladder surgery. 

Volunteers are needed to be in charge of the refreshments for the July 
meeting. Bruce Dart and Sharon Connolly said they would do it. 

Nancy Bickham is chairing the committee for organizing the GCPC 
exhibit at the Gmeiner in August. Lee is responsible for getting a judge 
(or judges). Suzan Richar is in charge of the reception. People are needed 
to accept the photos for the exhibit. There will be a board meeting to 
discuss the rules for the exhibit.

Bruce Dart told everyone to have fun and be safe. Members then went 
downtown to photograph in Wellsboro.

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Minutes of May 14, 2013   
  

Beginning Balance  $2392.40

Cash IN -0- 
           
Cash OUT -0-
    

Ending Balance $2392.40
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for May 2013

 
Start preparing your best images now for the mem-
ber exhibit at the Gmeiner in August.  More details 
will follow, but for now here are some of the basics:

Members in good standing may submit up to •	
five (5) photos on Friday evening, July 26, 6 - 8 
pm, or on Saturday, July 27, 2 - 4 pm.  Judges 
will use Sunday through Wednesday to decide 
about prizes and which photos to hang.
The categories are Eyes, Things, and Places.  •	
Each photo must be ready to hang, that is, each 
one must have a wire attached.  
The opening will be Sunday August 4 from 2 - 4 •	
p.m.
We need people to bring food for the opening •	
and to help take in the entries on Friday and 
Saturday. 

Get Ready! 
August Member Exhibit

Paul Bozzo writes about his lovely photo of a Japanese maple: 
“I’ve really gotten into adding textures to my images. The tex-
ture that I added to the Japanese maple leaves is a capture of a 
flat “Brillo pad-like” product bought at Lowe’s for $2.29.  I like 
the way the curly-cues work with the bokeh. (I think I only used 
one layer of texture, but I often use more.) I did erase the texture 
from some of the brightest leaves to make them even brighter.”  
  
This newsletter features several of Paul’s images with the Bril-
lo pad-like texture and a capture of the surface of sandpaper.  
In Paul’s words, “As you can tell, I am having lots of fun with 
layers!” 

A Note About the Cover Photo

Both images, Strawberry Splash Orchid Cactus  
© Dwaine Gipe
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YES, YOU CAN TEACH  
AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS!

Ann Kamzelski pres-
ents tips, techniques, 
and creative ideas for 
getting great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

Here I am standing 
on a boardwalk 
over a pond full of 
an amazing amount 
of HUGE alligators, 
many arching 
out of the water 
and bellowing 
their mating call.  
Next to me are 
at least 40 other 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s 
sporting camera gear worth more than a quarter of a million 
dollars.  A bird flies past, close, I mean really close.  I hear multiple 
clicks in rapid succession.  Click, click, click, click, and click.  The 
bird lands in a nearby tree and it is quiet again, well, as quiet as 
it can be in a rookery.  I wonder how many of those expensive 
cameras captured a good image of the flying bird.  Taking a sharp 
image of a flying bird is something that I have been trying to 
do since I have been coming to Cedar Key, FL.  I have had some 
success, but most of my shots end up in the Recycle Bin waiting 
to be deleted.  I’ll get back to that in a minute, but first let me tell 
you about where I am.

I am at the 
St. Augustine 
Alligator Farm in, 
you guessed it, St. 
Augustine, Fl.  It 
is about a three-
hour drive from 
my Florida home.  
The best time 
to take photos 
there is late 
afternoon and 
early morning 
when the park 
first opens or 
is closing, so 
that makes it an 
overnight trip.  
This is a zoo that 
showcases alligators and crocodiles from around the world.  The 
alligators are interesting, but that is not why I am here.  In the 
back portion of the facility is the pond where there are hundreds 
of American alligators.  It is surrounded by trees that from March 
through June are the nesting site of numerous species of wild 
native wading birds.  During my visit there were wood storks, great 
egrets, snowy egrets, cattle egrets, little blue herons, tricolored 

herons and roseate spoonbills present.   All of these birds nest 
together in an area of a couple acres.  The main appeal is that the 
Alligator Farm folks have built this really nice boardwalk right 
through the middle of the rookery.  This keeps you from having 
to wade through the alligators to get shots of the birds (a REALLY 
good thing!) and gets you close to the birds.

I can’t tell you how impressive this place is.  The birds are so close 
and numerous that you just don’t know which way to point your 
camera.  Some just sit right in front of you and others are flying 
in and out to get nesting materials and food.  The babies hatch 
at different times between March and June.  While I was there I 
saw lots of baby great 
egrets and a few baby 
roseate spoonbills.  Most 
of the other bird species 
were sitting on eggs 
or just starting to build 
their nests.  The different 
species nest together 
in the same trees 
although the smaller 
ones tend to hide in the 
branches more than the 
larger birds.  In general, 
they all get along, but 
occasionally there are 
some altercations which 
can make for interesting 
photos.  

Now back to the reason 
for this article.  This is my 
second visit to the Farm.  I use my long lens (100-400mm zoom) 
on a tripod for taking shots of the birds in the nests, babies and 
mating displays. When the subject is staying in one spot this set-

(Continued on page 5)
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up works great and you can get some wonderful images.  You can 
also focus on a particular nest and get shots of a bird as is leaves 
or lands in the nest.  You might get some pictures of the disputes 
if you are lucky enough to be pointing in that direction at the 
right time.  And there is always the ever-present alligators lurking 
beneath you.  But I have always been disappointed in my shots of 
flying birds, so this time; I wanted to make a point of learning how 
to do this better.

There is no better place to practice your flying bird photography 
than at the Alligator Farm.  Flying birds are coming and going 
in all directions.  The first thing that I needed to learn was how 
to set my camera for this kind of work.  I have always hated my 
autofocus when I tried to take images of moving subjects.  The 

lens would try to focus but never seemed to be able to lock on 
the subject.   Needless to say, I would just set the lens to manual 
focus and do my best.  My photo friend Pam Sale and I sat down 
to figure out how to make our success rate much higher.  This took 
several steps.

I use Canon equipment so these settings are for my camera; 
however, I am sure that Nikon and other manufacturers have similar 
settings.  First, on the lens, I set the focusing distance on to the 
longer distance, 6.5m - ∞ in my case, because the birds would be 
that far away.  I set it to auto-focus and turned on image stabilization 
since I would be working hand held to follow the flights. The image 
stabilization has two modes (1 and 2).  I set it to mode 2 which is for 
subjects that are moving.  Next I set the camera parameters. I set 
the Focusing 
Point to the 
center since 
I would be 
following the 
birds trying 
to keep them 
in the center. 
I also set the 
camera to 
spot  metering 
mode for 
exposure.   I 
selected an 
ISO of 250 
and f-stop of 8 (in aperture priority mode) which would give me 
shutter speeds of 1/250th of a second or faster to stop motion.  
This value will change depending on the lighting conditions at the 
time.  The Drive Mode was set for high speed continuous shooting 
which can take up to 6 shots per second.  The final, and probably 
most important, setting was the Autofocus Mode.  I set it to Al 
Servo which is for “moving subjects when the focusing distance 
keeps changing”. I had never used this setting before.  I picked a 
central place where I could see the birds coming and going and 
started shooting.  Of course, I got a lot of lousy photos, but my 
success rate was much better and in several cases, I have a whole 
sequence of a single bird flying where all the shots are in sharp 
focus even when they were coming straight at me.

Now I know this seems like a lot of effort to get the images that I 
craved, but sometimes it is just worth it.  So why hadn’t I ever tried 
this before?  Part of me was put off by my past experiences with 
autofocus, making me think that it wouldn’t work (Wrong!).  Part 
of it was reluctance to spend the time to figure it out (Lazy!).  And 
part was just me being stubborn (Polish?).  Anyway, what I learned 
is that you CAN teach an old dog new tricks.  Now I’d better write 
this all down so I don’t forget how to do it next time.  Oh, I just 
did!

Note: this technique is also great for other moving objects like 
cars, bicycles, airplanes and sporting events.

Text and images by Ann KamzelskiVisit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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Old and new Spring images 
from various members

(May: No Critique)

Submit your images from the June photo 
outing or other summer images for the 

next newsletter to wgiddings@epix.net

     ©Ken Meyer     ©Kev Card

     ©Kev Card © Paul Bozzo  © Paul Bozzo 
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     ©Dave Ralph      ©Dave Ralph

     ©Dave Ralph

© Bill Giddings © Judith Giddings
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GCPC 2013 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Av-
enue, Wellsboro:  June, Lillian VanCampen; July, 
Nancy Bickham; September, Mia Anderson.

The Warehouse Theatre:  Contact Bruce Dart if you 
have Spring or Summer images to display.  
June 11: Outing at the home of Ann Kamzelski; No 
critique.  

July 9: Program, Street Photos, Bruce Dart, using 
members’ photos from May photo shoot; no theme.

August 13: Program, Destination Morocco, Jack 
Preston; Theme, Things You Never Take Pictures Of; 
Critique leader, TBA.

September 10: Program, Rodeos, Sharon Connolly;  
Theme, Railroad/Trains, Critique leader, David Ralph

October 8: Program, Pennsylvania Country Roads, 
Bob Hancock; Theme, Barns and Silos, Critique Lead-
er, Ann Kamzelski; 
November 12: Program, What’s In The Bag: Photo 
Equipment; Theme, Complimentary Colors, Critique 
Leader, Sarah Wagaman.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

Mystery Macro

No one guessed last 
month’s mystery, a 
white alligator! 

        ©Ann Kamzelski
        ©Judith Giddings

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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     The Photographer  ©Paul Bozzo

©Ann Kamzelski

©Ann Kamzelski

Check Out These Websites
8 Photo Projects in Your Own Backyard  -  “The mark of a 
great photographer is not what equipment they have, but 
how well they see.”  Start in your backyard or familiar territory 
to develop your capacity for seeing. This article contains 
creative ideas and tips on how to enjoy photographing 
from your home base as much as from your travels.   
http://digital-photography-school.com/8-photo-
projects-in-your-own-backyard

Clean Composition – A very short video from Bryan 
Peterson on how not to mess up a really nice flower 
shot.  Want to create a dreamy photo where the 
subject stands out and the background is very soft 
and simple?  The video shows how to choose the right 
aperture so that you don’t have too much depth of 
field that will result in a chaotic or busy background. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNNGO5Nb874 

Incredible Self Portraits by 14-Year-Old Photographer 
14-year-old Zev from Natick, Massachusetts has take the 
world by storm with his photo manipulations.  Better 
known by the nickname of “fiddle oak,” Zev presents 
a highly imaginative portfolio of surreal self-portraits, 
which he created together with his sister Nellie.   
http://tinyurl.com/kacydgo

June 11 Meeting At a Glance 

Program:  Annual Creative Photo Outing 
at the home of Ann and Ron Kamzelski 

4:30 pm until dark 

No Critique

Bring a snack or beverage  
and your photo equipment

http://digital-photography-school.com/8-photo-projects-in-your-own-backyard
http://digital-photography-school.com/8-photo-projects-in-your-own-backyard
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNNGO5Nb874
http://tinyurl.com/kacydgo

