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Destination Morocco
Jack Preston takes us on a global travel adventure   

 Newsletter                         Volume 13, Issue 8|August 2013

The Grand Canyon Photography Club will meet August 13 at 7 pm 
at the Gmeiner Art and Cultural Center in Wellsboro.  Club member 
Jack Preston of Williamsport will share images from Morocco.  His 
images draw the viewer in with rich colors, details of daily living, 
portraits of people, and breathtaking scenery.  

In early 2013 Jack Preston toured Morocco for almost four weeks 
with his wife Judie. Morocco is extremely tourist friendly. Jack 
will share their experiences, which included Morocco’s imperial 
cities, magnificent landscapes, ancient Roman ruins at Volubilis, 

sipping tea in mountain villages with Nomads and Berbers and a 
camping trek in the Sahara desert.  A 25-minute slide show of his 
photography will be presented.

Trying hard to be a better photographer, Preston became 
hooked on photojournalism after participating internationally in 
National Geographic and Magnum Photos programs.  Jack will 
share some tips about the challenges and opportunities of global 
travel photography.

Preston lives in Willamsport and was born in Schenectady, 
New York in 1950.  He’s a professional engineer with over a 35-
year career in the energy field. Jack is an avid traveller and self-
educated photographer; currently he’s engaged in documenting 
gas drilling in North Central Pennsylvania. His aerial photography 
can be seen at  http://www.pedf.org.

Jack currently 
serves as 
Chairman of 
the Loyalsock 
t o w n s h i p 
p l a n n i n g 
c o m m i s s i o n 
and President 
of Williamsport 
tennis club. 
Jack voluntarily 
c o a c h e s 
s e c o n d a r y 
school students 
in the Odyssey 
of the Mind international creative problem-solving program.  
Eleven of his teams were state champions moving on to compete 
at the international level.

 

Photos by Jack Preston

Berber widow illuminated by kitchen hearth

Interior of Hassan II Mosque

Berber home in Morocco’s Atlas Mountains

http://www.pedf.org
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2013 Officers:
President:   Lee Hoar

Vice President:  Bruce Dart

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary:  Mia Lisa Anderson

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller 

2013-2014:  Nancy Bickham; Open 
position

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart 

Shows:  Nancy Bickham, David Ralph, 
Ann Kamzelski, Mia Anderson

Publicity:  Nancy Bickham

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

GCPC President’s Message

The Photo Show officially started for me Friday evening July 26th 
when we started receiving  pictures from club members.

Thanks to Nancy Bickham and Ann Kamzelski’s wonderful 
organizational skills, the whole process was painless.  I’m sure that 
Saturday ran just as smoothly.

The judges were Rob Colley from Hoyer’s Photo Store and Mark 
Anderman, owner of Wild Studio, both of Williamsport.  They had the 
awesome task on Sunday of judging 82 of the finest photographs 
ever assembled in one place, at one time in Tioga county.  I overheard 
one of the judges say to the other,  “Now just how are we to pick a 
winner from these five pictures!”  Well they did, but you didn’t make 
it easy for them. I thank each of you for taking the time and spending 
the money to make this show a really good show. I would also like 
to thank all the people that worked behind the scenes to make it all 
work.

Oh!  Yes, I do know who the winners are and you will too at the August 
4th reception starting at 2 pm and ending at 4.

Please don’t forget we do have a Club meeting on August 13th. The 
program will be given by Jack Preston, who will share images from his 
four week trip to Morocco. The critique theme is “Things You Never 
Take Pictures Of”  and the critique will be led by Ann Kamzelski.

 I hope to to see all of you at both events.

Lee

 Rob Colley (l.) and Mark Anderman working together 
to judge images for the show. (Photo by Lee Hoar)
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Beginning Balance  $2392.40

Cash IN

    (Dues) $20.00
(Photo Exhibit Entry Fees) $345.00

Total $365.00

Cash OUT

    (Two Judges) $200.00

(Cash Prizes) $650.00

(Ribbons) $103.79

Total $953.79

Ending Balance $1803.61
 
     

Respectfully Submitted, 
Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for July 2013

Because I enjoy the statue and the poem, I have been trying for years to get a good photo of Wynken, Blynken, and Nod.  I am learning 
how to add textures to my photos, so I decided to try to incorporate my shot of the plaque mounted in front of the statue by layering 
it over the background. (It was a “happy accident” that my statue image had a gas lamp in the background!)  I used a photo of wood 
chips to add the texture to the statue. The overlay muted the color of the statue and gave it what I saw as a dreamy quality.  The back-
ground colors competed with the soft colors on the statue, so I got rid of them by making the background black and white. Then I sat 
back and smiled. I hope all our club’s members get as much enjoyment out of photography as I do!

A Note About the Cover Photo 
by Paul Bozzo

President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He passed around 
a sign-up sheet for refreshments and meeting set-up. Lee asked 
our new member to introduce herself. He told members that 
there is a class at the Gmeiner right before our meeting so there 
might be a delay in our ability to set-up for meetings.

Nancy Bickham talked about the upcoming club exhibit. Photos 
will be accepted on July 26th from 5-8 p.m. and July 27th from 
9a.m. to noon.  Members may submit up to 5 images. The 
categories are Eyes, Things, and Places. The entry fee is $5/photo 
or 5 for $20.00. The exhibit will be judged and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
prizes awarded in each category as well as a Best of Show. The 
public will be allowed to vote for a Viewer’s Choice award.

The opening reception will be on Sunday, August 4th from 2p.m. 
to 4p.m. GCPC is responsible for providing the refreshments. 
Members are asked to bring finger food plated and ready to go 
on the reception table. Suzan Richar is in charge of the reception. 
We need help with the set-up and clean-up.

Judith Giddings will be e-mailing the rules in detail as well as the 
entry form.

Nancy Bickham will be stepping down as Publicity Chair. Anyone 
interested in the position should speak to Lee.

Lee thanked Bruce and Nancy Dart for the program and 
refreshments. Nancy let everyone know that the club is running 
low on napkins, plates, etc.

Suzan Richar reminded members that the door to the back room 
needs to be kept closed.

Ann Kamzelski stated that she hopes to do another early morning 
insect shoot in August.

Lee introduced Bruce Dart and his program featuring member 
photographs from the May Wellsboro photo shoot.

After the refreshment break, Bruce concluded his program.

Respectfully submitted,

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Minutes of July 9, 2013 

 © Judith Giddings
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Serendipity

Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

One day a few weeks ago I was riding around in my 
golf cart in Cedar Key.  On my lap was my camera with 
my 100-400mm zoom lens attached.  I had been out 
looking for photographs of some of the many wading 
birds that inhabit the island.  I found a group of short- 
billed Dowitchers bathing at the edge of the beach and 
I thought that I had gotten some nice shots.  So, with a 
smile on my face, I was making my way home.  

Then what do I see; a large (about 18 inches long) gopher 
tortoise walking down the sidewalk!  I have seen these 
creatures on the island before, but they are very shy so you 
don’t usually get a good opportunity to photograph them.  
This one was intent on getting somewhere so it didn’t 

mind me taking his portrait.  Luckily, I had the proper lens 
on the camera for taking images without disturbing the 
tortoise.  The whole scenario was just another example of 
a serendipitous event.

Serendipity means a  “happy accident” or “pleasant surprise,” 
specifically, the accident of finding something good or 
useful while not particularly searching for it.  When I think 
about it, over the years, I have had a lot of serendipitous 
occurrences with respect to my photography.  

(Continued on page 5)

 Arcadia At Night

 Abstract Lamp



5

Newsletter
August  2013

I often go out thinking that I am going to photograph a particular 
subject but end up taking shots of something completely different.   
Sometimes it is just luck that I was able to get the shot because, like 
with the tortoise, I had the right lens and settings on my camera.

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski

Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

 Pileated Woodpecker

 

 Suwannee River View

Photographers At Work

 © Lee Hoar

 © Dave Ralph © Dave Ralph
 © Dave Ralph

 © Dave Ralph  © Judith Giddings

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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Wellsboro Photo Outing

     ©Judith Giddings

     ©Kevin Stroble     ©Bill Giddings

 © Bob Bair  © Bob Bair  © Bob Bair 

 © Ken Meyer 

 © Ken Meyer 
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     ©Bill Giddings      ©Dave Ralph

     ©Kev Card      ©Kev Card

     ©Kevin Stroble

 © Mia Lisa Anderson 

 © Ken Meyer 

 © Ken Meyer 
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     ©Judith Giddings

     ©Lonny Frost

     ©Paul Bozzo

 © Mia Lisa Anderson  © Mia Lisa Anderson 
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     ©Judith Giddings     ©Paul Bozzo

     ©Lonny Frost

     ©Lonny Frost © Mia Lisa Anderson 

 © Bob Bair 
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GCPC 2013 Calendar of Events
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Av-
enue, Wellsboro:  August, Bruce Dart; September, 
SuzanRichar; October, Mia Anderson.

The Warehouse Theatre:  After the member show 
is done, consider loaning a photo or two for display.  
Contact Bruce Dart if you have images to display. 
August 13: Program, Destination Morocco, Jack 
Preston; Theme, Things You Never Take Pictures Of; 
Critique leader, Ann Kamzelski.

September 10: Program, Rodeos, Sharon Connolly;  
Theme, Railroad/Trains, Critique leader, David Ralph.

October 8: Program, Pennsylvania Country Roads, 
Bob Hancock; Theme, Barns and Silos, Critique Lead-
er, Ann Kamzelski. 
November 12: Program, What’s In The Bag: Photo 
Equipment; Theme, Complimentary Colors, Critique 
Leader, Sarah Wagaman.
December 10: Holiday Party; Member slide show.

Mystery Macro
Correct guesses for last 
month’s mystery: Maggie 
Holmes, Nancy Schoon-
over, Alan Quimby, Bruce 
Dart, Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

        ©Dwaine Gipe        ©Ann Kamzelski

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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Check Out These Websites
How the Wild West REALLY looked: Gorgeous 
sepia-tinted pictures show the landscape as it was 
charted for the very first time  - These remarkable 
19th century photographs by Timothy O’Sullivan are 
the first ever taken of the rocky and barren landscape 
of the American West.  At the time, federal government 
officials were travelling across Arizona, Nevada, Utah 
and the rest of the west as they sought to uncover the 
land’s untapped natural resources. O’Sullivan, who 
used a primitive wet plate box camera, took  the first 
pictures of the Native American population.  He carted 
a dark room wagon around the Wild West on horseback.  
http://tinyurl.com/ctq7534

The Importance of Blacks and Whites in Image 
Adjustment– Rob Sheppard explains how to set blacks 
and check whites to ensure that your image is using 
the full range of tonality and color.  Examples of images 
with the blacks and whites adjusted demonstrate the 
effectiveness of this simple technique.  http://www.
natureandphotography.com/?p=1541

Composition Rule of Thirds - In order to capture 
really great photos, you have to understand the artistic 
basics, and, specifically, composition. Layne Kennedy 
demostrates the placement of objects in an image 
to create a good photo. He stresses the importance 
of using light, clouds and other elements of your 
scene to create powerful photography.  http://video.
ultimatephotoguide.com/video/001186_composition-
rule-of-thirds/

August 13  Meeting At a Glance 

Program:  Jack Preston, Destination Morocco 

Critique: Ann Kamzelski,  
Things You Never Take Photos Of 

Refreshments: Allison Senchur  
Beverage: Lee Hoar 
Set Up:  Paul Bozzo

        ©Kev Card

Salute to Lee:  See page 5 for Dave Ralph’s 
photo of Lee posing while Bruce takes his photo 
for this composite of 4 images.  ©Bruce Dart

http://tinyurl.com/ctq7534 
http://www.natureandphotography.com/?p=1541 
http://www.natureandphotography.com/?p=1541 
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/001186_composition-rule-of-thirds/
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/001186_composition-rule-of-thirds/
http://video.ultimatephotoguide.com/video/001186_composition-rule-of-thirds/

