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Club president 
Lee Hoar will 
present a talk to 
the Grand Canyon 
P h o t o g r a p h y 
Club on Tuesday, 
October 9 at 7pm 
at the Gmeiner Art 
and Cultural Center 
titled Birds, Bees 
and Butterflies. 

Lee states, “My passion for photography started in 1962 with 
the purchase of a 35mm film camera.  I’m not sure which 
soda bottle the lens came from, but it was BAD. Most would 
probably have quit at this point, but not me. I built a darkroom 
and started  processing black-and-white  film, then went to 

color slides using the Ektachrome E-3 process.  All this led 
to a position with Sperry New Holland in the advertising/
photographic department where I worked for 20 years.  
Every photographer was given a 4x5 Crown Graphic camera 
as standard equipment. What a great learning experience it 
was to work with six other people with the same passion 
every day.  I’ve been away from photography for a few years 
but the passion never goes away.

I have found the photo club to be a good bit the same, with 
members whose  love for  photography has both educated 
and encouraged  me as well as many others.

 This month’s program will be about photographing birds, 
bees, and butterflies.  The pictures have been taken in 
several different states.

My interest in macro and telephoto work has blossomed 
in the last five years and I will show you what you can do 
with hard work, determination, and a little equipment  and 
knowledge. Come see Birds, Bees and Butterflies and be 
convinced!”

© Chelsea Wagner

Lee Hoar shares his photos of birds, bees, and butterflies. 
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The Grand Canyon Photography Club
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President:   Lee Hoar

Vice President:  Bruce Dart

Treasurer:  Gary Thompson

 Recording Secretary:  Mia Lisa Anderson

 Corresponding Secretary:   
Judith Giddings

Directors:
2011-2012: Chelsea Wagner &  

Nancy Bickham

2012-2013: Lonny Frost & Rhonda Keller

Committee 
Chairpersons:

Newsletter:   Judith Giddings

Membership:  Gary Thompson

 Exhibits:  Bruce Dart 

Shows:  TBA

Publicity:  Nancy Bickham

For more information, please contact:
Lee Hoar

E-mail: president@gcphotoclub.org

       Sunset over Nessmuk Lake ©Bruce Dart
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President Lee Hoar called the meeting to order. He 
asked any new members or guests to introduce 
themselves. The minutes from August will stand as 
written in the newsletter. Lee announced there is 
$2,067.26 in the treasury.

Lee asked for a volunteer to be in charge of 
refreshments [refers to beverages and snacks] on a 
permanent basis. The club would purchase the snacks, 
but one individual would be in charge of obtaining 
them and setting up at the meetings. A discussion 
followed. Nancy Bickham urged members who have 
never done the snacks to take a turn. Mia Lisa Anderson 
announced that it has been policy that people can get 
reimbursed for the snack and beverage purchases, in 
case anyone didn’t know that.

Lee received two communications: 

(1) a lady who lives in Elmira would like to come to our 
meetings but needs transportation. If anyone can help 
her, see Lee.

(2) the Audubon Society has extended an invitation 
to club members to their November 14th meeting 

which includes dinner and a program by Rick Carlson. 
The event begins at 6 p.m. Contact Lee for more 
information.

Lee is planning a meeting of the program committee 
on Tuesday, October 2nd at the Gmeiner. A time hasn’t 
been set. [Since the meeting, a time of 7 p.m. has been 
established.]

Lee passed around a sign-up sheet for program ideas 
for 2013. The committee will look at these suggestions 
at their meeting.

Lee introduced Ann Kamzelski and her program “Coast 
to Coast.”

After refreshments, Chelsea Wagner led the critique on 
the theme “Harvest.”

Respectfully submitted, 

Mia Lisa Anderson 
Recording Secretary

Minutes of September 11, 2012 

Karin Meyer’s photo of pumpkins demonstrates 
several principles of good composition and illustrates 
the September theme of Harvest.

A Note About the Cover Photo:

    
Beginning Balance  $2067.26

Cash IN     -0-    

Cash OUT -0-

Ending Balance $2067.26
 
     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report for September 2012

        ©Ann Kamzelski
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Ann Kamzelski presents 
tips, techniques, and 

creative ideas for getting 
great photos. 

Ann-ecdotes

Part 1:  The Naturals

Water Drops 

I have always been captivated by water drops.   One of my favorite 
sights is a field glittering with dewdrop-covered spider webs.   It is 
like Mother Nature has filled the world with sparkling jewels.  Upon 
closer inspection, you will see that each web is enveloped in tiny 
drops of water in various sizes, the weight of the water making the 
web droop like a glorious necklace.  Late August through October 
affords the best opportunity for the conditions that create this 
event.  Moist days and cool nights cause the dewdrops to form.  
Foggy days are great too.  Early morning is best, since once the sun 
comes up the dew will start to evaporate.  

If you want to photograph a dew-
covered web, be very careful for 
even the slightest bump will 
cause the drops to fall.  To keep 
all the drops in focus, make 
sure that the front of your lens 
is parallel to the flat side of the 
web.  (Of course, you can always 
shoot the picture at an angle 
to the web for a more abstract 
look.)  Try to pick a web that 
does not have anything directly 
behind it that will distract from 
the composition.  The closer you 
are to the web, the less of the 
background will be in focus.  I 
usually take these images using 
a tripod since the distance and angle need to be precise and just 
the smallest change will render portions of the web blurry.  The 
wind can also be a factor because the webs are so delicate that 

they move with the 
tiniest breeze.  It is 
challenging to say 
the least, but well 
worth the effort.  If 
the sun is glistening 
on the web and 
you want to get 
the tiny starburst 
effect, you need 
to use an f-stop of 
f16 or more. Webs 
come in two basic 
shapes, the vertical 
ones that drape from plant to plant in a circle and the ones that are 
horizontal to the ground.  This second kind will have denser drop 
patterns but can also make very interesting photos.

So why are the webs 
there in the first place? 
Spiders, of course!  For 
added interest, look 
for webs that have 
dewdrops AND a spider; 
move over Little Miss 
Muffet.  A photograph 
of a spider on a web 
without dew is not very 
interesting since the web 
is hard to see and the 
spider will look like it is 
floating in space.  A dew 
covered web/spider combination is much more pleasing.  Most of 
the orb spiders on the vertical webs are very cooperative and will 
pose nicely for a portrait.

Another fantastic 
time to photograph 
water drops is after 
a rainstorm.   All 
kinds of things 
outside will be 
covered with water.  
Put on your boots, 
go out and look for 
interesting patterns of drops on leaves, stems and flowers. You will 
see that it is generally the underside or edges of the leaves that 
will hold water.   

(Continued on page 5)
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The stems of certain plants have tiny hairs on them and hold lots 
of drops while others are smooth so the water runs off.  Take note 
of which plants are more prone to retain drops so you will know 
where to look for good images.   

Some man-made objects 
are great subjects too, like 
the drops beaded up on 
the hood of a car.  There 
are so many options that 
I usually just walk around 
and shoot anything that 
attracts my attention.  In 
all likelihood you will get 
wet, but that goes with 
the territory.

Water drops are like miniature fish-eye lenses that will reflect 
their surroundings upside down.  Depending on how close to the 
drop the object behind is will determine what kind of reflection 
you will see.  If there is a flower immediately behind the drop 
then you will see the whole flower filling the reflection.  If there is 
nothing too close to the drop then you will see a broader scene 

or landscape. To capture a 
clear image of a reflection 
in a single drop is extremely 
difficult (I know I have been 
doing this for 20 years).  
It takes patience and 
persistence. You have to 
focus on the reflection and 
not the drop.  Sometimes 
this means that you cannot 
get the reflection and the 
drop plus whatever the 
drop is on all in focus at 
the same time.  You have to 
make a decision of which 
one you want sharp. If you 
want a nice photograph 
of a single drop it also 
takes special equipment.  
You will need a dedicated 
macro lens and possibly 
and additional extension tube (sorry for those of you who only 
have point-and-shoot cameras).  

You can also 
make your own 
waterdrops, but 
that is article in 
itself.  So with that 
said, tune in next 
month to learn how 
to do photographs 
of “created” water 
drops.  

To be 
continued………….

Text and images by Ann Kamzelski
Visit Ann’s website at photoartbyann.com/

        ©Ken Meyer

http://www.photoartbyann.com/
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September Critique:  Harvest

        ©Lonny Frost

        ©Suzan Richar        ©Nancy Bickham

© Paul Bozzo        ©Gary Thompson

  ©Gabrielle Knott
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        ©Ann Kamzelski

        ©Lonny Frost

        ©Jan Keck

        ©Tawny Amarosa

© Carla Amarosa

        ©Suzan Richar  
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        ©Ken Meyer

        ©Kev Card         ©Bob Bair

        ©Mia  Lisa Anderson
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GCPC Calendar of Events for 2012
Meetings are at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 

at the Gmeiner Center unless otherwise noted.

Please contact Bruce Dart at bdphoto@ ptd.net if you are interested in displaying your photos at the Native Bagel  
or if you have images suitable for display at the Warehouse Gallery. 

Mini-solo Shows at the Native Bagel, Central Av-
enue, Wellsboro:  October, Suzan Richar; November, 
Bruce Dart; December, Kelle and Max Johnson.

The Warehouse Theatre: Images from various club 
members.  The Warehouse Gallery images need to 
be changed.  Please pick up the ones hanging there 
and let Bruce know if you can bring Fall images.

October 9: Program, Lee Hoar: Birds, Bees, & Butterflies;  
Theme, Leaves: Critique, Bruce Dart

November 13: Program, Nancy Bickham, Turkey - 
Magical Hideaways; Theme, Signs, Critique, Ken Meyer

December 11: Holiday party; no theme, no critique, 
slide show of members’  favorite photos of 2012. 

  ©Ann Kamzelski

Mystery Macro

        ©Ann Kamzelski
        ©Ann Kamzelski

Check out this month’s 
Mystery Macro 

and send your guess to
wgiddings@epix.net

No one guessed last  
month’s mystery -  
a “walking stick!”

Notice that its antenna are two 
different colors!

mailto:bdphoto@ ptd.net 
mailto:wgiddings@epix.net
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October 9 Meeting At a Glance

Program: Lee Hoar, 
Birds, Bees, & Butterflies

Theme: Leaves
Critique, Bruce Dart

Snack and Beverages,  
Gary Thompson

Set-up: Paul Bozzo

Check Out These Links
Websites of Our Members:
Through the Lens:  Photography and design by Mia 
Lisa Anderson  http://throughthelenswellsboro.com/

ConnollyLand Photography and ConnollyLand 
Graphics: Photography and digital art by Sharon 
Connolly.  http://connollyland.com/index.html

Photos by Dart:  Website of Bruce Dart, a full-time 
professional photographer with more than 20 years 
experience.  http://www.photosbydart.com/

Photo Art By Ann: Photography and photographic 
art designed by Ann Kamzelski  http://
photoartbyann.com/

Photo Memories by Sarah: Photography by Sarah 
Wagaman  http://www.photomemoriesbysarah.com/ 

The list of member websites on the right 
is probably not complete.  If you have a 
photography website and would like it 
listed in the newsletter, please send the 
information to wgiddings@epix.net

        ©Dwaine Gipe        ©Dwaine Gipe

http://throughthelenswellsboro.com/
http://connollyland.com/index.html
http://www.photosbydart.com/
http://www.photomemoriesbysarah.com/

